South Somerset District Council

Draft Minutes of a meeting of the Area South Committee held at the Council
Chamber Council Offices Brympton Way on Wednesday 3 May 2017.

(2.00 -4.15 pm)
Present:
Members:  Councillor Peter Gubbins (Chairman)

Cathy Bakewell(until 4.05pm) Graham Oakes

John Clark Wes Read

John Field David Recardo

Nigel Gage Gina Seaton

Andy Kendall Peter Seib

Sarah Lindsay Alan Smith

Tony Lock Rob Stickland

Officers:

Jo Boucher Democratic Services Officer

Simon Fox Area Lead (South)

David Norris Development Manager

Lynda Pincombe Community Health & Leisure Manager
Mike Fear Assistant Highway Service Manager, SCC
Helen Rutter Assistant Director, Communities

NB: Where an executive or key decision is made, a reason will be noted immediately
beneath the Committee’s resolution.

156. Minutes of previous meeting (Agenda Item 1)

The minutes of the Area South Committee held on 5™ April 2017 copies of which had
been circulated, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

157. Apologies for absence (Agenda Iltem 2)

Apologies for Absence were received from Councillors Kaysar Hussain and Mike Lock.

158. Declarations of Interest (Agenda Item 3)

There were no Declarations of Interest.

159. Public question time (Agenda Item 4)
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There were no questions from members of the public.

160. Chairman's announcements (Agenda Item 5)

The Chairman informed members that the next meeting of the Area South Committee
would take place on Wednesday 14™ June 2017 and not 7" June 2017 due to the
Council Chamber being used for the General Election.

161. Reports from representatives on outside organisations (Agenda Item
6)

Councillor John Clark on behalf of the Westfield Community Association informed
members that there will be an open day in the old hall on 3™ June 2017 and a fete being
planned for the 22™ or 23" July 2017 as a fundraiser event.

162. Highways Update Report (Agenda ltem 7)
(Please note this item was taken after ltem 12 on the agenda)
The Assistant Highway Service Manager presented the report as set out in the agenda.

During the ensuing discussion, the Assistant Highway Service Manager responded to
guestions regarding issues within Area South and confirmed to members that:

o |t is the District Council’s responsibility for the sweeping of footways following
construction works.

e Earthworks planned for Two Tower Lane/ Newton Road were for improvements to
visibility.

¢ Noted the request for a drop kerb in Bond Street, Yeovil however explained the
lack of funding at present for this work.

e Explained the costly process of the ‘Mole Drainage’ system.

The Chairman and members thanked the Assistant Highway Service Manager for his
report.

NOTED

163. Community Health & Leisure Services Update Report (Agenda Item 8)

The Community Health and Leisure Manager presented the report as detailed in the
agenda, and provided an overview of the work of the team and the achievement over the
year. She highlighted key statistics and projects within the report, and provided slides to
indicate some of the projects and schemes that had been delivered and achievements
within Area South.

During discussion, the Community Health and Leisure Manager responded to points of
detail including:
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o Noted support required for the Yeovil Town Band for the use of premises
following changes to the Westland Leisure Complex and agreed to update the
member direct regarding this issue.

o Working with LED Leisure Management Ltd who operate Goldenstones Leisure
Centre and Wincanton Sports Centre on behalf of SSDC regarding the £193,000
secured from Sport England for improvements to swimming facilities. The current
contract with LED runs until 2021.

e New draft playing pitch strategy had been completed and this would be circulated
to parishes shortly for consultation.

The Chairman and members thanked the Community Health and Leisure Manager for
the excellent work of the team, and for her informative report.

RESOLVED: (1) That the Community Health and Leisure Service Update be noted.

(2) That members contact the Community Health and Leisure Manager,
if they wish to discuss the current service delivery programme or
recommend future priorities.

164. Area South Forward Plan (Agenda Item 9)

The Assistant Director, Communities reiterated to members that the 7" June 2017 Area
South Committee had been re-scheduled for the 14™ June 2017 due to the General
Election. She also informed members that they would have the opportunity to look at the
findings of the work undertaken regarding the Yeovil Refresh prior to the report being
brought to committee.

Councillor Peter Seib requested that an update from Somerset County Council (SCC)
regarding the Western Corridor Improvements be brought to committee as soon as
possible due to the lack of information currently being provided. The Assistant Director,
Communities acknowledged the frustration of members regarding this issue and would
contact SCC direct for a further update.

In response to a question regarding Transformation, the Assistant Director, Communities
said that members would have opportunities to become more involved in a number of
ways, possibly including area workshops, during the course of this year. She would
discuss this in more detail with the Transformation Team.

RESOLVED: (1) that the Area South Forward Plan and the comments of
Members be noted.

(2) that the reports identified by Members be added to the Area
South Forward Plan.

(Voting: Without dissent)

165. Appeals - For Information Only (Agenda Item 10)

Members noted the planning appeals.
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166. Schedule of Planning Applications to be Determined by Committee
(Agenda Item 11)

Members noted the Schedule of Planning Applications.

167. Planning Application 17/01197/COU - 48 Goldcroft Yeovil Somerset
(Agenda Item 12)

The Area South Lead presented the application as detailed in the agenda and with the
aid of a power point gave a presentation showing the site and proposed plans. He
explained the application was referred to committee in accordance with the scheme of
delegation and the instigation of an Article 4 Direction.

Within the presentation, members were advised of a survey of adjacent property uses
which showed those that are HMOs or flats or dwellinghouses. The presentation also
highlighted a rear path that was unsurfaced, overgrown and in need of improvement to
serve the application site and other properties.

He updated members that:

e Two letters had been received from existing tenants commending the applicant
as an excellent landlord.

e Email received from No. 1 Crofton Avenue indicating help and support on
improving and restoring the rear pathway which would collectively benefit all
nearby properties.

e Received support from the Senior Housing Officer and Environmental Health
Officer for Housing Standards who fully supported the application owing to the
lack of this type of housing accommodation within Yeovil.

e In response to comments raised by the Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) a
condition has been imposed to ensure extra provision with regard to bin and
recycling storage on the property.

That Area South Lead confirmed that although he had tried numerous times to contact
SCC Highways he had not received any further communication and that on this basis his
recommendation was to approve the application for reasons as set out in the agenda
report subject to no adverse comments from the Highway Authority.

In response to members’ questions, the Area South Lead clarified:

¢ Should the application be approved a licence from Environmental Health Housing
Standards would also be required for this property.

e Fire escape requirements would need to comply with Building Control
Regulations.

¢ Consideration could be given as a parallel piece of work to make an application to
change the current resident permit holders Traffic Regulation Order to reduce the
2 hour waiting time within the area. This may help ease the parking issues in the
area in future but would require an application to Somerset County Council.

o As the property is already a large four bedroom house there is currently no
evidence or statistics that indicates a five bedroom HMO would generate an
increase in vehicles.
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Councillor Peter Seib, referring to SSDC’s website, believed the public car park in
Goldcroft now had a barrier installed which is locked at night to mitigate anti-social
behaviour.

(It is actually the case that one lane has a barrier that is locked at night to prevent entry
with crocodile teeth on the exit lane to allow exit at any time).

Mr Peter Gray the current owner of the property addressed the committee. He explained
the difficulty with regard to the selling of his house and his wish to down size. He had
previously operated currently operated four vehicles from the property and had no
problems with parking in the area.

Mr Chris King the applicant also addressed the committee. He understood there to be
two main reasons for concern; bin and recycling storage which had been resolved by the
agreed provision and the increase in vehicles with lack of parking within the area.
However, he believed the property to be in an excellent location whereby cars were not a
necessity and referred to two other HMOs of which he owned whereby tenant car usage
was extremely low.

Councillor Peter Gubbins, Ward member read out comments made by Councillor Kaysar
Hussain Ward member as he was not in attendance at the meeting. These included
concerns regarding parking and the difficulties that local residents have in finding free
parking spaces in the area. He understood the car park nearby to be closed at night and
parking is costly. He also believed the addition of extra wheelie bins could cause a
problem for users of the pavements and unsightly for the area. He appreciated the need
for more affordable properties particularly for single and small families but felt it was
already a congested area of Goldcroft.

Councillor Andy Kendall Ward member also voiced concern for the application. He
acknowledged the car parking issues for residents within the area and the impact this
had on surrounding roads. He did not believe it was close to the town centre and that
access for lorries, buses and emergency vehicles was a safety concern.

Councillor Peter Gubbins, Ward member also raised concern regarding the lack of
parking in the area and the difficulties for local residents. He acknowledged the
possibility of the reduction of the two hour parking restriction but this was no guarantee
as it was not under the District Council’s control. He referred to the reasons behind the
introduction of the Article 4 direction and questioned the control of the number of
residents with the HMO. He considered the provision of bin and recycling storage to be
acceptable.

During member’s discussion, comments were made including the following:

¢ Ridiculous that the nearby public car park was closed at night. This could
alleviate some of the parking problems for residents in the area with
implementation of a possible permit scheme.

e Appreciate the issues of lack of parking within the area however this was not
specific to this application as this was a wider issue.

e Referred to the reasons of the Article 4 direction to ensure each application could
be assessed on its own merits.

e Appreciated the high demand and need for this type of housing accommodation
in the town.

South 5 3.05.17



Following a short discussion it was then proposed and subsequently seconded to
approve the application as per the officer's recommendation as set out in the agenda
report.. On being put to the vote this was carried by 9 votes in favour, 5 against and 1
abstention.

RESOLVED:

That application 17/01197/COU be approved, subject to no adverse comments from the
Highway Authority, for the following reason:

01. The proposed change of use to a House of Multiple Occupation is considered
acceptable on the basis that no adverse impact on highways and parking above and
beyond the property's use as a dwellinghouse would occur, no adverse impact on visual
or residential amenity is foreseen and other matters can be appropriately conditioned. As
such the proposals comply with Policies SD1, SS1, EQ2, TA5 and TA6 of the adopted
South Somerset Local Plan and the aims and objectives of the NPPF.

SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING:

01. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three
years from the date of this permission.

Reason: To accord with the provisions of section 91(1) of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990.

02. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out and operated in

accordance with the following approved plans and documents:

a) Location Plan (Map Return Scheme)

b) Proposed Layout, date stamped 9th March 2017

C) Email dated 12th April 2017

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.

03. The use hereby approved shall be occupied by no more than 5 people and the
communal areas (Dining, Kitchen, Utility, Bathroom on the Ground Floor and
Shower room on the First Floor) shall remain available for all residents.

Reason: To determine the scope of the application and in the interests of
residential amenity in accordance with Policy EQ2 of the adopted South Somerset
Local Plan (2006 - 2028).

04. A scheme shall be submitted detailing the restoration and resurfacing of the rear
pathway onto Crofton Avenue. The pathway shall be properly consolidated and not
loose stone or gravel. The agreed scheme shall be fully implemented prior to the
first occupation of the property as a House in Multiple Occupation.

Reason: To improve rear access to the suite in the interests of providing bicycle
storage and refuse storage in the rear garden and in the interests of health and
safety.

05. A scheme shall be submitted detailing bicycle storage in the rear garden. The
scheme shall include security measures and sufficient space for 5 bicycles. The
agreed scheme shall be fully implemented prior to the first occupation of the
property as a House in Multiple Occupation and thereafter remained and
maintained thereafter.

Reason: In the interests of sustainable travel in accordance with the Somerset
Parking Strategy (March 2012).

06. A scheme shall be submitted detailing bin and recycling crate storage in the front

garden. The agreed scheme shall be fully implemented prior to the first occupation
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of the property as a House in Multiple Occupation and thereafter remained and
maintained thereafter.

Reason: In the interests of providing the HMO will adequate waste and refuse
storage in a visually acceptable manner in accordance with Policy EQ2 of the
adopted South Somerset Local Plan (2006 - 2028).

(voting: 9 in favour, 5 against, abstention 1)
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